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Abstract

Commercialism and the profit structure of the media and the consumer appearance management industry have been
intensified with the capitalistic development, making women pursue appearance defined by the media rather than the
biological beauty. In particular, as a kind of ideology, discourse on the body modification established from such a
process encourages women to acquire their appearance through modification cutting and trimming a body. Hence,
it is needed to understand the discourse on Korean women’s appearance in media from a contextual way by analyzing
how such discourse was created in media and especially what action women do for a body and body modification.
This study attempted to examine the discourse on female appearance in the Korean media with understanding on
the way they produce the discourse based on body modification and females’ changing perception and attitude on
appearance. Through Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis of 6 daily newspapers from 2000 to 2017, discourse from
the Korean media could be analyzed into the appearance management as qualification, appearance concept fragmented,
appearance evaluation internalized, appearance surveillance deepened, and the coexistence of destructive appearance
discourse and subjective appearance practice. The media was making females desire for more beautiful and better
looks and saying that they had to have it. The media were exercising the unfair power over community members,
urging them to transform their body and implanting standardized desire in their mind, and they were destructing their
lives and values significant to them. They are to put their looks in the center of the limitless competition and
especially be immersed in the operation of a body through the modification. Such discourse on appearance was neither
formed by one or two news articles nor established within a short time. It has been reflecting the ordinary language
and acting as the power for a long time in a stable manner. Through a multilateral approach to the discourse on
appearance which has been established in the distinct characteristics of Korea, media and women and conducted by
individual practice since 2000, this study has significance in that it reconsidered perception of the discourse on female
appearance formed by the present Korean media and deepened by practice of women and investigated an appearance

management phenomenon of Korean society’s own from a perspective of fashion design.

Key words : appearance, discourse on appearance, media, critical discourse analysis



